• Most children enjoy life and are successful in school and in relationships. This lasts into adult life.
• But a significant minority struggle from an early stage and especially in adolescence. These children can be:
-Unfocussed -Disruptive -Controlling -Withdrawn -Destructive • These children tend to underachieve in school and are often punished and even excluded. Little that schools do seems to work.
INTRODUCTION
The theory of attachment was first proposed by John Bowlby who described it as a 'lasting psychological connectedness between human beings ' (1982) . He considered that children needed to develop a secure attachment with their main caregiver in their early years. This theory has been revised to acknowledge that multiple attachments can occur with other adults throughout the lifespan, although early experiences may continue to have an impact. Secure attachments support mental processes that enable the child to regulate emotions, reduce fear, attune to others, have self-understanding and insight, empathy for others and appropriate moral reasoning. Insecure attachments, on the other hand, can have unfortunate consequences. If a child cannot rely on an adult to respond to their needs in times of stress, they are unable to learn how to soothe themselves, manage their emotions and engage in reciprocal relationships. A child's initial dependence on others for protection provides the experiences and skills to help a child cope with frustrations, develop self-confidence and pro-social relationships -all qualities necessary to promote positive engagement with learning. Research has inextricably linked attachment to school readiness and school success (Commodari 2013 , Geddes 2006 In order to ensure teachers have the powers they need to maintain discipline and enforce the school rules, the government has introduced a number of reforms which include:
• Stronger powers to search pupils.
• Removal of requirement to give parents 24 hours' written notice of 'afterschool' detentions.
• Clarification of teachers' power to use of reasonable force.
• "Charlie Taylor checklists" on the basics of classroom management.
• Simplified advice on bullying.
• Anonymity for teachers when accused by pupils.
• A new system of independent review panels that ensure that a school's decision to exclude is not undermined by an appeal process… • Using the benefits of a military ethos to improve pupils' attainment, behaviour and attendance 
